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Spring is in the air..... and that means it’s show season! Get out the polish and 
wax and lets see those beauties hit the roads! 
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SHOWS

The main show season is in 
full swing! Bingley was a great 
success, with our charity activities 
raising nearly £300 for SeeAbility. 
Brooklands was a small turnout 
with just 3 cars on the stand, but 
a good day had by all regardless.
We made our debut at the NEC 
classic and resoration show, which 
generated quite an interest in the 
club from the various visitors. We 
also made it into a few publications 
with the great looking stand. Chris’s 
masterpiece really did look the part.
 

Andy had some positive feedback 
from the organisers at the end of 
the show. A new application has 
gone in for the November Car & 
classic show at the NEC, we’re 
hoping that we’ve impressed them 
with our appearance earlier in the 
year.

CLOCK REPAIR SERVICE

VDO Time Clock Repair Service
Many of you will know I repair the 
unreliable VDO time clocks fitted to 
the late minis from 1999 onwards.  
These all suffer from poor solder 
joints, which is a relatively easy 
repair once the chrome bezel has 
been removed.
If your clock is slow, dead or even 
going backwards (yes, I have heard 
this has happened to a few of you 
more than once!), I can take a look 
and with a no fix no fee policy, and 
repair your clock for a price of £30.

So far I have fixed every one of the 
20 or so that I have had sent to me, 

THE COOPER S FINALE
by Richard Holmes

There had always been confusion 
about whether or not a particular 
car is a 500 or 2000 – until a clear 
definition was agreed that defined a 
car (not unreasonably) as a 500 or 
a 2000 based on the chassis num-
ber.  This is now generally agreed 
to be the only incontrovertible way 
to tell what a car is, or is not.  The 
500 and 2000 register can even 
tell what actual date any particular 
car was built!  Each 500 came with 
a certificate from Rover and John 
Cooper showing the car’s chassis 
number and a memorabilia pack.

As described in the last edition 
of the newsletter, John Cooper 
Garages (JCG) decided to produce 
250 90bhp S-Works cars based 
on the run-out Mini Seven, Mini 
Cooper SE and Mini Cooper Sport 
SE models, but there is some 
uncertainty and confusion as to 
whether or not 250 were actually 
produced.
Further, JCG decided to produce 
a special edition of 50 of the 
S-Works cars, and sell them with 
a numbered certificate, personally 
signed by John Cooper himself.  
This has caused even more 
confusion, due to the fact that 
records from that time have not 
been kept 

The picture is a copy of a web 
page that was online at the time 
describing the “Cooper S Finale” 
and making reference to the Finale 
certificate.The wording on the 
certificate is:

This is to certify that this car is 
one of the final fifty Mini Cooper 
S-Works produced by John Cooper 
Garages

Car No 1/50
Chassis number SAXX . . . . . . .

“I hope that this car gives you as
much pleasure as the Mini has 
given me over the past forty years”
John Cooper

The webpage is very clear in what 
it says, but the confusion is over 
the words “final fifty . . . produced 

by JCG”. It does not say “final fifty 
minis ever made by Rover”, and 
it does not promise that they will 
‘produce’ the last fifty S-Works cars 
from the latest chassis numbers 
that JCG had available.  When 
one of the Register members 
bought their S-Works from JCG 
the story that they received from 
the salesman was that they had 
‘already sold’ all of the Finale 50 
cars.  So it appears that the Finale 
Fifty were neither the final fifty 
minis made, and neither were they 
the final fifty S-Works cars sold by 
JCG.  
So it was a bit luck of the draw if a 
JCG S-Woks car was identified as 
a Finale Fifty or not, but they 
will all have a certificate personally 
signed by John Cooper.  
Out of a total of 21 S-Works cars 
on the 500 and 2000 registers 
there are a total of seven Cooper 
S Finale cars, of which 3 are 500s 
and the remaining 4 are on the 
2000 register.
Members are invited to share any 
other thoughts about this article, 
including corrections and additions 
on the Facebook Page, as the 
more that is known about the 
history of our special breed of cars 
the better.



2016 Shows

These are the shows with a club 
stand presence, if you know of any 
other car shows that you would like 
to suggest a club stand at please 
let us know 

May 8th
Himley Hall Mini Show
Staffordshire DY3 4DF

June 5th 
National Metro & Mini Show - 
Gaydon Heritage Centre
Banbury Road, 
Gaydon, CV35 0BJ

June 12th 
Beaulieu Mini Show
New Forest, 
Hampshire, SO42 7ZN

June 19th
Mega Mini Meet
Lytham Hall, Lytham, FY8 4JZ

June 25th/26th
Mini & VW Bus Meet
D K Rugby Club, Kingswinford, 
DY6 0AW

July 3rd 
Gaydon BMC & Leyland Show
Banbury Road, Gaydon, CV35 0BJ

August 20th 
Oulton Park Mini Festival 
Tarporley,
Cheshire CW6 9BW

September 4th 
Mini Fest
Uttoxeter Race Course, ST14 8BD

September 11th 
Stanford Hall
Lutterworth, 
Leics, LE17 6DH

September 17th 
Miniworld Action Day 
Castle Combe
Chippenham SN14 7EY

October 16th
Mini Fair 2
Stoneleigh Park, CV8 2LG 

Hope to see you there. If you’ve not 
got your car please pop along and 
say hello!

REGISTRAR’S UPDATE

Since the last newsletter we have 
found 3 more 500’s, and the total is 
now at 348.  
We have also added 25 cars to 
the final edition 2000 register total, 
which now stands at 1207/5200 
cars.   
At the time of going to press, here 
are the statistics of the Registers:-
Cooper Sport 500s
We now have 348/500 cars in the 
register:
Anthracite - 75 out of 108 made 
69.4%
Solar Red - 66 out of 110 made 
60.0%
Tahiti Blue - 85 out of 128 made 
66.4%
BRG - 99 out of 154 made 
64.3%
Unknown colour = 23

2000 Register cars :
Total of entire Classic Range (inc. 
500’s) found = 1207/5200
UK Classics Range Total - 
1145/3493
Se7en = 88/374
Cooper = 141/528
Cooper Sport = 568/2091
Cooper Sport 500 = 348/500
Export Left Hand Drive Classics 
Total = 62/1707
Cooper Sport = 31/704

Cooper = 2/139
Seven = 8/180
Knightsbridge = 21/684

Other News

Some news of my own with respect 
to my Green 500 ‘Kermit’.   

Progress is now being made, with 
the new back panel now in place 
and work continuing to finish the 
back off before moving onto the 
sills and front.   Looks like an entire 
new front end will be going on now, 
with possibly the exception of the 
scuttle – decision still to be made 
on that.

so unless your clock has a very 
unusual problem I am confident 
that I can get it back running again 
in no time at all.   The original bezel 
is re-fitted to maintain authenticity 
and originality.

Contact me if you want me to take 
a look and repair yours!  If your 
clocks label is damaged, I can also 
replace those too.
andy@coopersport500register.co.uk

TRACKER OFFER REMINDER

Just a reminder to our members 
of the rather attractive discount 
we have secured with Tracker for 
their products.  There are further 
discounts on the published prices 
available if you contact us directly. 

Tracker come out to you to fit the 
device wherever is convienient. 
They have technicians all over the 
country. 
A few members have already taken 
advantage of this fantastic offer. It 
is also available for your other cars 
too, so if you want one for your non 
mini pride and joy at the same time 
the discount applies to both cars. 

Contact either myself or Andy for 
further details.
heidi@coopersport500register.co.uk


